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The following topics are provided for use/distribution within your state. This suggested list is provided as a service. Feel free to add, delete, or alter items to suit your purposes – especially in light of day-to-day events. Please keep in mind that other states may closely regulate the distribution of these topics. Please refrain from any distribution of the topics outside your state or by means which may be accessed outside your state, including the Internet, during the month of December.

NFHS EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING TOPICS

December 2014
Domestic

Easier Topics

1. With Republican control of Congress, can President Obama get anything done in his last two years of office?
2. Will President Obama’s nominee for Attorney General be confirmed?
3. Will President Obama’s decision to send more troops to Iraq be accepted by the American people?
4. Is the National Football League in danger of losing public support?
5. Does Mitch McConnell represent the views of the mainstream Republican Party?
6. Are the nuclear weapons of the United States safe and secure?
7. Should America’s intelligence agencies have access to peoples’ cellphone records?
8. Are women gaining increased influence in Congress?
9. Has President Obama exceeded his authority by overhauling America’s immigration system without the involvement of Congress?
10. Are lower oil prices good for America?
11. Are the army’s cuts in personnel misguided?
12. Should the United States send ground troops to Iraq and Syria?
13. Can President Obama succeed in his push for net neutrality?

More Difficult Topics

1. With control of Congress, what issues should be at the top of the Republican Party’s agenda?
2. Have the midterm elections confirmed or rejected the significance of the Tea Party faction to the vitality of the Republican Party?
3. Given voter behavior in the midterm elections, what probable Republican candidate is best positioned to get the 2016 presidential nomination?
4. Did the poor performance of some Democratic candidates in the midterm elections reflect poorly on leading contenders for the 2016 presidential nomination?
5. With growing interest in marijuana legalization at the state level, is it time for the federal government to change its policies on the drug?
6. Should college athletes be able to sue their former universities for an inadequate education?
7. How will President Obama’s planned immigration reforms impact America’s economy?
8. What can be done to improve conditions at schools for Native Americans?
9. What legislation should lame duck Democrats aim to complete before they leave office?
10. Has the United States made satisfactory improvements in its interrogation of accused terrorists since 9-11?
11. Will the passage of Michigan’s co-called “Rape Insurance” law trigger a backlash by angry voters?
12. With calls for tax reform from incoming congressional Republicans, what tax changes should Congress tackle first?

International

Easier Topics

1. Is North Korea attempting to warm its relations with the outside world?
2. Will Russia’s deal to continue supplying natural gas to Ukraine last?
3. Are coalition airstrikes against ISIS succeeding?
4. Is Kim Jong Un more dangerous than his father, Kim Jong Il?
5. Can the Rosetta probe mission be called a success?
6. Was President Obama’s recent visit to Burma good for democracy there?
7. Is Russia guilty of “bullying” smaller nations?
8. Are European nations doing enough to combat the recruitment of jihadists in their countries?
9. Is Liberia winning the fight against Ebola?
10. Can competing factions in South Sudan form a lasting peace?
11. Is the leadership of Myanmar guilty of persecuting its Muslim population?
12. Can tensions between Serbia and Albania be reduced?
13. Has Libya become a failed state?
14. Is Russia weathering the pressure of international sanctions?

More Difficult Topics

1. Should the Kurdish people of the Middle East have their own nation?
2. 25 years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, is Germany truly a unified nation?
3. Should industrialized nations do more to encourage immigration from lesser-developed nations?
4. Can the Nigerian government be trusted to resolve the conflict with Boko Haram without foreign intervention?
5. Can Ukraine build an army strong enough to stop Russian incursions?
6. Is the recent agreement between the United States and China on climate changing emissions a significant breakthrough in the fight against global warming?
7. How will Russia’s decision to curtail its nuclear security cooperation with the United States impact the safety of Russia’s arsenal?
8. Which of the leaders among EU nations is the most important to the success of the organization?
9. Are Israel and the Palestinian authority any closer to a final status agreement today than they were a year ago?
10. Has the Ebola crisis changed how world leaders think about regulating international travel?
11. Is Turkey turning its back on NATO alliance commitments?
12. Did the G-20 Summit achieve anything significant?

